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M E E T I N G   N O T I C E   AND   A G E N D A 
TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

                                                            OF THE 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 
 

       DATE:  Wednesday, November 20, 2019 

MEETING TIME:  1:30 p.m. 

Monterey One Water Offices 

5 Harris Court, Building D (Ryan Ranch) 

Monterey, CA 93940   

If you wish to participate in the meeting from a remote location, please call in on the Watermaster 

Conference Line by dialing (515) 604-9094.  Use the Meeting ID 355890617.  Please note that if no 

telephone attendees have joined the meeting by 10 minutes after its start, the conference call will be ended.  

OFFICERS 

Chairperson:  Nina Miller, California American Water Company 

Vice-Chairperson:  Jon Lear, MPWMD 

 

MEMBERS 

California American Water Company                 City of Del Rey Oaks                         City of Monterey                                         

City of Sand City                                  City of Seaside                                  Coastal Subarea Landowners 

 Laguna Seca Property Owners                                               Monterey County Water Resources Agency                

Monterey Peninsula Water Management District                                       

Agenda Item 

1. Public Comments 

2. Administrative Matters: 

A. Approve Minutes from the September 11, 2019 Meeting 

B. Results from Martin Feeney’s September 2019 Induction Logging of the Sentinel Wells 

C. Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

D. Information Regarding Seeking Grant Assistance for Projects 

E. Discuss Whether or Not to Include Pure Water Monterey Monitoring Wells in the List 

of Wells that are Monitored in the Watermaster’s Monitoring and Management Program 

F. Pure Water Monterey Project Draft Supplemental EIR 

G. Vacancy in the Chairperson Position 

3. Update on Geochemical Modeling for the Pure Water Monterey Project AWT Water 

4. Discuss and Provide Input on the Draft 2019 Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR)  

5.  Discuss and Provide Input on the Preliminary Draft Watermaster 2019 Annual Report                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

6. Schedule 

7. Other Business  

 

The next regular meeting will be held on Wednesday January 8, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. at the M1W 

Board Room.  There will be no TAC meeting in December.   
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.A 

AGENDA TITLE: Approve Minutes from the September 11, 2019 Meeting 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

 

Draft Minutes from this meeting was emailed to all TAC members.  Any changes requested by TAC 

members have been included in the attached version.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Minutes from this meeting 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Approve the minutes 
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 D-R-A-F-T 

MINUTES 

 

Seaside Groundwater Basin Watermaster 

Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 

September 11, 2019 

 

 

Attendees: TAC Members 

City of Seaside – Rick Riedl 

California American Water – Mike Magretto 

City of Monterey – No Representative  

Laguna Seca Property Owners – Wes Leith 

MPWMD – Jon Lear 

MCWRA – Tamara Voss 

City of Del Rey Oaks – No Representative 

City of Sand City – Leon Gomez (via telephone) 

Coastal Subarea Landowners – No Representative 

 

Watermaster 

Technical Program Manager - Robert Jaques 

 

Consultants 

None 

 

Others 

MCWD – Patrick Breen 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The meeting was convened at 1:33 p.m.   

 

1. Public Comments 

There were no public comments. 

 

2. Administrative Matters: 

 Approve Minutes from the August 14, 2019 Meeting 

A.  On a motion by Mr. Riedl, seconded by Ms. Voss, the minutes were unanimously approved as 

presented. 

 

3. Update on Geochemical Modeling for the Pure Water Monterey Project AWT Water 

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.  Mr. Lear reported that the 

geochemical modeling firm in Australia had evaluated the updated lab data and concluded that 

introducing the PWM AWT water into the Basin would not pose any water quality problems.  He went 

on to say that Pueblo Water Resource’s report will be revised to reflect this, and the report should be 

provided to the Watermaster within one to two weeks.  Mr. Jaques said he would email the updated 

report to TAC members. 

 

Assuming that the revised report confirms that there will be no problems resulting from introducing the 

PWM AWT water into the Basin, there was consensus that no further action or discussion of this would 

be needed. 
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4. Approve the FY 2020 Monitoring and Management Program (M&MP) Operations and 

Capital Budgets  

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.   

 

In response to a question from Ms. Voss, Mr. Lear explained that with regard to the CASGEM data 

reporting under Task I .2 b.7, the Department of Water Resources has not yet determined how it will 

handle the processing of this data.  MPWMD was one of the first entities to submit data for an 

adjudicated basin, and it has been more time-consuming than initially expected to have the data 

submitted in a manner that is satisfactory to the Department of Water Resources. Ms. Voss asked if Mr. 

Lear thought the extra time that was needed in 2019 would be required again in 2020. Mr. Lear 

responded that he could not tell, but he budgeted for the additional time on the assumption that the 

Department of Water Resources will still be revising its process in 2020. He went on to note that getting 

simultaneous CASGEM and SGMA compliance has been one of the problems. 

 

Mr. Riedl asked if Monterey One Water’s newly installed Pure Water Monterey monitoring wells will be 

added to the database for monitoring. Mr. Lear said MPWMD would be collecting data from those wells, 

but they are not required to be reported to CASGEM. He noted that The Monitoring and Management 

Program approved by the Court lists the wells to be monitored, and these new wells were not in that list. 

Mr. Riedl asked if we could discuss whether adding these wells would be beneficial for basin 

management purposes, and if so, whether they could be included in the water level and water quality 

reporting. It was agreed that Mr. Jaques would pose that question to Montgomery and Associates in 

conjunction with their preparation of the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report, and this matter can be 

further discussed at the TAC’s November meeting. 

 

On a motion by Mr. Gomez, seconded by Mr. Riedl, the budgets were unanimously approved as 

presented. 

 

5. Approve Initial RFSs for Montgomery & Associates, MPWMD, Martin Feeney, and Todd 

Groundwater for 2020  

Mr. Jaques summarized the agenda packet materials for this item.   

 

Mr. Riedl asked whether under the Montgomery and Associates RFS to prepare the Seawater Intrusion 

Analysis Report, if having only one presentation to the TAC, and not a presentation to the Board, was 

sufficient. Mr. Jaques responded that historically the TAC has reviewed the document in detail, and 

made its recommendation to the Board. The Board had not had a presentation made to it since the TAC 

had already given this recommendation for approval. 

 

On a motion by Ms. Voss, seconded by Mr. Leith, the RFS’s were unanimously approved as presented. 

 

6. Schedule 

Mr. Jaques commented that there would be no need for an October TAC meeting, and that the TAC’s 

next meeting would be on the third Wednesday, not the second Wednesday, of November. This is to 

allow time for the Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report to be completed so it can be presented to the TAC 

at that meeting. There was no other discussion. 

 

7. Other Business  

There was no other business. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 2:02 p.m. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: Nonmember 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.B 

AGENDA TITLE: Results from Martin Feeney’s September 2019 Induction Logging of the 

Sentinel Wells   

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

Attached are plots of the induction logging data from the September 2019 Sentinel Well logging event.   

 

Mr. Feeney reported that due to failure of the induction tool he had been using for the last 5  

years (10 runs), he switched to a new tool in September/October 2019. It has a slightly different response curve.  

The data was normalized to known resistivities (conductor casing and the prominent clay lens). 

  

Mr. Feeney reports that the data, normalized or raw,  shows no significant change in conductivity of the 

sediments at depth. Thus, the induction logging does not show any indication of the start of seawater intrusion in 

any of the formations within which production wells are located (primarily the Paso Robles and Santa Margarita 

formations). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Induction Logging Results 

 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.C 

AGENDA TITLE: Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) Update 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

At the State level: 

Since my last update, I have not received any new materials from the State that would impact the 

Watermaster.   

 

At the Monterey County level:    

The SVBGSA Advisory Committee has been meeting monthly to provide an opportunity for committee 

members to comment and ask questions about the 180/400-foot Aquifer Groundwater Sustainability Plan 

(GSP) that Montgomery & Associates (Derrik Williams is the principal contact person) is developing.  

Typically at each meeting a new chapter of the GSP is presented.  The September 19th meeting, however, 

focused instead on an issue of conflict between the SVBGSA and the City of Marina.  The City formed 

the City of Marina Groundwater Sustainability Agency (MGSA) in March of 2018 and in April of 2018 

notified DWR that it intended to become the exclusive GSA for a 450 acre parcel of land that is within its 

jurisdiction, but outside the jurisdiction of Marina Coast Water District (MCWD) which had formed its 

own GSA.  This parcel overlaps with the area for which the SVBGSA had already filed its application to 

be the GSA.  A map showing the overlap area is attached.  

 

In July of 2019 the City notified DWR that it intended to initiate preparation of a GSP for that area.  This 

is the area where the Cal Am desalination plant slant intake wells are proposed to be located as part of Cal 

Am’s Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project (MPWSP). 

 

The SVBGSA and the MGSA were in the process of developing a Coordination Agreement to address 

this overlap condition, but in late August 2019 Cal Am asked the SVBGSA to postpone further 

consideration of such an agreement for several reasons.  Cal Am’s main concern is that the City has 

consistently shown its objective of stopping the desalination plant component of the MPWSP.  Cal Am 

believes that it may be possible to have DWR determine that the MGSA is not the appropriate party to be 

the GSA for this overlap area, and that Monterey County should be the GSA for that area.  

 

Gary Peterson, the Executive Director of the SVBGSA provided this update at the end of October: 

In terms of Marina I am not sure what is going to happen, but believe it is a likely scenario that if they 

do not give up their GSA that the County will take them over. I have attempted to negotiate with the 

City and found it to be quite challenging. Currently we have agreed to not broach the subject until 

after the Coastal Commission hearing in November. This may change their perspective on working 

with us or not.  

 

We have not let any of this interfere with the development of the plan that is moving forward. It will 

not be an issue until the deadline arrives as if the overlap is not resolved DWR will not accept 

our plan. That is all I have on that issue for now.  



11 

 

SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

 

AGENDA ITEM: 
2.C (Continued) 

Many attorneys are involved in this dispute and I expect it will take some time before the issue is 

resolved. The SVBGSA is concerned that if the dispute is not resolved prior to the January 31, 2020 

submittal deadline for the 180/400-foot Aquifer GSP, the SVBGSA would be prevented from submitting 

a GSP for that aquifer that would be acceptable to DWR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Overlap area map 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.D 

AGENDA TITLE: Information Regarding Seeking Grant Assistance for Projects 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

From time to time the question has arisen as to whether the Watermaster could obtain any State grant 

funds to help with the costs of projects, such as purchasing water for the purpose of recharging the 

Seaside Basin. Below is an email I sent to the Department of Water Resources posing that question and 

their response. 

 

Question Posed:  I am the Technical Program Manager for the Seaside Basin Watermaster, for the 

Adjudicated Seaside Groundwater Basin in Monterey County.  I am exploring ways that the Watermaster 

can obtain funds to help purchase water that can be used to recharge the Basin in order to raise 

groundwater levels to “protective levels” i.e. above seawater level, in order to prevent seawater 

intrusion. 

 

In the description of the types of projects that are eligible to apply for funding under the Sustainable 

Groundwater Management (SGM) Grant Program for Planning and Implementation, it appears that an 

Adjudicated Basin project that would recharge an overdrafted basin could be eligible, per the language 

in the Guidelines which state:  “GWMP Compliance – The applicant and the project proponent 

responsible, if different, must meet one of the following conditions (Water Code § 10753.7 (b)(1)):  

Conform to the requirements of an adjudication of water rights in the subject groundwater basin.” 

 

Please advise if this is correct. 
 

DWR Response:  The largest problem here would be who is applying for the funding. To be eligible to 

receive the Prop 68 Sustainable Groundwater Management funding, the applicant has to be a 

Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA), member agency of a GSA, or an agency that has an approved 

Alternative to a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) requiring an update. In this situation, you would 

need to partner with the GSA to apply for a grant on behalf of the Watermaster. Adjudicated groundwater 

basins are also not eligible. Therefore, the project would have to benefit a non-adjudicated groundwater 

basin for us to be able to fund the project.  

 

It is possible, in this case, the project housed within an adjudicated groundwater basin that is helping to 

benefit a COD (Critically Over Drafted) basin could be eligible. There would need to be a direct benefit 

to the COD basin. Seawater intrusion is a water quality issue and those types of activities can all be 

eligible.  

 

It is just who is going to apply and who is going to benefit. The other issue is the project must be 

consistent with the applicant’s GSP. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.D (Continued) 

Getting past the ineligible applicant and ineligible groundwater basin is going to be difficult. 

 

Based on DWR’s reply it does not appear that the Watermaster would be able to obtain any grant funds, 

at least not under this current grant program, to help fund projects to obtain recharge water for the 

Seaside Basin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.E 

AGENDA TITLE: 
Discuss Whether or Not to Include Pure Water Monterey Monitoring 

Wells in the List of Wells that are Monitored in the Watermaster’s 

Monitoring and Management Program  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

At the September 11, 2019 meeting Mr. Riedl suggested the Watermaster consider whether or not it would 

be beneficial to add the newly-constructed Pure Water Monterey Project’s monitoring wells to the list of 

wells that are monitored under the Monitoring and Management Program.  I said I would consult with 

Georgina King of Montgomery & Associates on this and provide that information to the TAC for their 

consideration. 

 

Attached is a copy of the emails in which I posed questions to Ms. King, and her responses, regarding 

whether adding these wells would be beneficial to her in preparing the annual Seawater Intrusion Analysis 

report. 

 

Ms. King feels that the additional water level data from four of the newly-constructed monitoring wells 

(one shallow well and one deep well at each of two sites) will be beneficial to the Seawater Intrusion 

Analysis Report.  However, she does not feel that water quality from those wells will be helpful because 

the water quality will be highly affected by the injected water. 

 

Ms. King did go on to say that if the Watermaster wanted to see how water quality is being affected by the 

injection of AWT water at the injection wells, then water quality data from those wells would be useful. 

 

Based on the labor associated with having MPWMD gather water level data from the existing set of 

monitoring and production wells, it appears it might take MPWMD an additional 2 hours per month to add 

these wells to those it already monitors. Their hourly rate for this work is $62, so the annual cost could be 

on the order of $1,500.  If it were feasible to install dataloggers on these wells, there would additional costs 

of approximately $700 per datalogger.  Since there apparently are both shallow and deep wells at each of 

the two monitoring locations, and if both well sites were added to the monitoring list, that would add 

approximately $2,800 to the cost.  However, installing dataloggers should reduce the labor required for 

MPWMD to obtain the water level data from those wells.  Mr. Lear of MPWMD may be able to provide 

additional information on this at today’s meeting. 

 

My recommendation, subject to further input that Mr. Lear may provide, is to add these wells to the 

Monitoring and Management Program beginning in FY 2021, since full-scale operation of the PWM 

Project is not expected to be achieved until sometime in mid-2020. 

ATTACHMENTS: Email string between Bob Jaques and Georgina Kin 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Add the four PWM Project monitoring wells to the M&MP beginning in 

2021 
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Georgina, 

 

At the TAC’s meeting earlier this week the question was raised as to whether adding the newly-

construction PWM AWT monitoring wells to the water level/water quality report that will be in the 

SIAR would be beneficial to Basin management.  In other words, would having those additional data 

points be helpful or are there already sufficient data points in that part of the Basin so that the additional 

data would not be of particular value.  If we were to add them, it would add costs to the RFSs the 

Watermaster issues to MPWMD for doing the data collection. 

 

Your thoughts on this will be appreciated, and I would like to share them with the TAC at its next 

meeting. 

 

The next TAC meeting will be on the 3rd, not the 2nd, Wednesday of November, i.e. November 20 at 

which you are invited to make a presentation on the 2019 SIAR.  You can do that via telephone if you 

can please send me the PowerPoint slides in advance so I can give them to the TAC members before the 

meeting. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Bob 

 

- - - - - - - - - 0 - - - - - - - - - - 

 

Hi Bob, 

 

Sorry it’s taken me a bit to get back to you on this question on whether any data from the PWM 

monitoring wells might be useful for basin management. I needed to understand what was actually built 

and what was not. It turns out that the map you provided has more wells on it than actually got built. So 

what are called GWR-MW-2 and GWR-MW-7 are the locations that may have some useful information 

on groundwater levels. Each of those locations has a deep and shallow monitoring well at it. We’d want 

to request to have the groundwater levels from essentially 4 wells. Those data should be included in the 

fall and spring groundwater elevation contour maps that are in the SIAR. I think it will be important to 

be able to document the changes to groundwater flow directions and gradients over time. There is also a 

possibility that the groundwater levels may be fluctuating too much from injection and extraction to 

incorporate into the contour maps, but we’ll make that call when we see the data. There is one other 

monitoring well that Watermaster should request data from. It is MRWPCA MW-1 on the map below 

(circled in blue). The other monitoring wells I mentioned previously are circled in yellow. Note this map 

below is similar to the map you provided me in that some of the wells depicted were not actually drilled 

in the end. 

 

Regarding water quality from those wells, I think they will be highly influenced by the injected recycled 

water. Since we are focused on seawater intrusion in the SIAR, I don’t think those data will be useful. 

However, if the Watermaster wants to see how the overall basin groundwater quality is being impacted 

by injection, then water quality data could be requested from those same wells and compared to other 

wells in the basin. We could use the piper and stiff diagrams to see how the chemical nature of the 

groundwater is changing. 

 

Let me know if you want to discuss further. 

 

Georgina 
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NOTE:  Subsequent to Georgina sending this email we learned that the MRWPCA MW-1 well is only 

into the Paso Robles aquifer, and that it has not been used for anything other than to collect a core 

sample for leaching analyses.  Therefore, it would not be a good candidate to add to the list of wells in 

the Monitoring and Management Program.  Only GWR-MW-2 and GWR-MW-7 would be good 

candidates. 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: Nonmember 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.F 

AGENDA TITLE: Pure Water Monterey Project Draft Supplemental EIR 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

Monterey One Water has issued a Notice of Availability of Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 

for Public Review and Notice of Public Meeting for the proposed expansion of the Pure Water Monterey (PWM) 

Project.  A copy of this Notice is attached. 

 

The project proposes to expand the capacity of the PWM Project by 2,250 AFY from its initial 3,500 AFY to 

5,750 AFY. 

 

There will be a public hearing on this project on December 12, 2019 in Seaside.  The deadline for comments is 

December 23, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Notice of Availability  

 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 

 

Monterey One Water (M1W, formerly Monterey Regional Water Pollution Control Agency), in partnership with the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District (MPWMD), has released a Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report for the Proposed Modifications to the Pure Water Monterey Groundwater Replenishment 
Project (Draft Supplemental EIR).  M1W is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). The State Clearinghouse number for the project is SCH#2013051094. A Final Environmental Impact 
Report (Final EIR) was certified by M1W on October 8, 2015 and three addenda to the Final EIR have been 
prepared and approved by MPWMD and M1W (one in 2016 and two in 2017) for prior project changes. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  M1W, in partnership with MPWMD, is proposing modifications to the approved Pure 
Water Monterey Groundwater Replenishment Project (Proposed Modifications) which would increase the project 
yield so that the expanded project can serve as a back-up to the California American Water Company (Cal  

Am) Monterey Peninsula Water Supply Project desalination project (MPWSP), not as an option in the place of, the 
Cal Am MPWSP, in the event that the Cal Am desalination project is delayed beyond the Cease and Desist Order 
deadline of December 31, 2021. The approved PWM/GWR Project creates a reliable water supply to replace 
existing water supply sources for northern Monterey County. The Supplemental Draft EIR evaluates the Proposed 
Modifications, which would increase the amount of purified recycled water produced by 2,250 AFY using the 
following new and modified facilities: (1) improvements at the approved Advanced Water Purification Facility to 
increase peak capacity; (2) new product water conveyance facilities; (3) new and relocated injection well facilities, 
including monitoring wells; and (4) new potable water facilities consisting of four new extraction wells, related 
pipelines and appurtenances, and treatment facilities. 

PROJECT LOCATION:  The Proposed Modifications to the approved PWM/GWR Project would be located within 
northern Monterey County and would include new and modified facilities located within unincorporated areas of 
Monterey County and within the City of Seaside. See below figure. 
 
ANTICIPATED IMPACTS:  Significant environmental impacts of the PWM/GWR Project with Proposed 
Modifications are anticipated in the following issue areas: Aesthetics; Air Quality and Greenhouse Gases; 
Biological Resources (Terrestrial); Cultural and Paleontological Resources; Energy and Mineral Resources; 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Land Use, Agriculture, and Forest Resources; Noise and Vibration; Public 
Services, Recreation, and Utilities; Traffic and Transportation; and, Growth Inducement.  
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE SITES: Some components of the approved PWM/GWR Project and its Proposed 
Modifications would be located on a hazardous waste site enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the California 
Government Code: the entire former Fort Ord Military Base is designated by the U.S. EPA as a Superfund 
National Priority List site.  
 
PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD:  The public review and comment period for the Draft Supplemental 
EIR begins on November 7, 2019 and ends December 23, 2019, for more than the minimum required 45-days. 
Copies of the Draft Supplemental EIR, including documents incorporated by reference, are available for review 
during normal business hours at the M1W Administrative Office, 5 Harris Court, Bldg. D, Monterey, CA 93940, at 
the M1W Regional Treatment Plant, 14811 Del Monte Blvd., Marina, CA 93933,  and at the MPWMD Office, 5 
Harris Court, Bldg. G, Monterey, CA 93940. The Draft Supplemental EIR is also available online at the Pure Water 
Monterey Project website at:  www.purewatermonterey.org. The Draft Supplemental EIR may also be viewed at 
the following public libraries: 

• Seaside Public Library at 550 Harcourt Ave., Seaside, CA 93955 

• Marina Public Library at 188 Seaside Cir., Marina, CA 93933 

• Monterey Public Library at 625 Pacific St., Monterey, CA 93940 

• Castroville Public Library at 11160 Speegle St., Castroville, CA 95012 
 
PUBLIC MEETINGS:  One public meeting has been scheduled during the Draft Supplemental EIR public review 
period to share information about the Draft Supplemental EIR and to receive public comments. Spanish translation 
will be available, and the venue is  accessible under the Americans with Disabilities (ADA). The date and location 
of the meeting is December 12, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. at Oldemeyer Center, 986 Hilby Avenue, Seaside, CA  
93955. 
 
Comments on the Draft Supplemental EIR must be submitted in writing no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
December 23, 2019 to the mailing address or email address listed below: 
By Email:  purewatermontereyinfo@my1water.org 
By Mail:                                                                                                  

https://purewatermonterey.org/2019/11/07/draft-supplemental-eir/
https://purewatermonterey.org/2019/11/07/draft-supplemental-eir/
https://purewatermonterey.org/2019/11/07/draft-supplemental-eir/
http://www.purewatermonterey.org.t/
mailto:purewatermontereyinfo@my1water.org
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Monterey One Water 
ATTN:  Rachel Gaudoin                                                                                                                    
5 Harris Ct., Bldg. D                                                                             
Monterey, CA  93940                                                                                                           
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 2.G 

AGENDA TITLE: Vacancy in the Chairperson Position 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

Nina Miller has moved into a new position at Cal Am and will no longer be Cal Am’s representative on the 

TAC.  Mike Magretto of Cal Am will temporarily fill-in for her until her former position of Operations 

Manager is filled, and the new person in that position will then become Cal Am’s representative. 

 

This leaves the position of Chairperson of the TAC vacant. 

 

The TAC is asked to consider filling this vacant position at today’s meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: None  

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Name a new Chairperson to fill that vacancy 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 3 

AGENDA TITLE: Update on Geochemical Modeling for the Pure Water Monterey Project 

AWT Water 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

At the July 10 TAC meeting the geochemical modeling work for the Pure Water Monterey AWT Water 

was discussed. Mr. Holden reported that M1W was going to retest the water using a new sample that 

would have a lower alkalinity.   

 

Mr. Lear provided the attached updated Technical Memorandum from Pueblo Water Resources dated 

September 12, 2019.  The Memorandum describes the evaluation of the results from this supplemental 

bench testing.  The Memorandum recommends that the PWM AWT water quality be maintained within the 

ranges set forth in the Division of Drinking Water (DDW) Operations Report, and that doing so will avoid 

any adverse impacts on the aquifers within the Seaside Basin. 

 

Consequently, there is no need to add any additional language or requirements to the already-issued 

Storage and Recovery Agreement for the Pure Water Monterey Project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Letter from MPWMD with Technical Memorandum 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 4 

AGENDA TITLE: Discuss and Provide Input on the 2019 Seawater Intrusion Analysis 

Report (SIAR) 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

Montgomery & Associates has completed preparing the Draft Seawater Intrusion Analysis Report (SIAR) 

for Water Year 2018-2019 and the Executive Summary, which contains conclusions and 

recommendations, is attached.  The complete Draft SIAR is lengthy, so rather than including it in this 

agenda packet it will be posted on the Watermaster’s website so TAC members wishing to review the 

entire document could do so.   

 

The SIAR examines the “health” of the Basin with regard to whether or not there are any indications that 

seawater intrusion is either occurring or is imminent.  Previous SIARs have stated that depressed 

groundwater  levels,  continued  pumping  in  excess  of  recharge  and  freshwater  inflows,  and  ongoing 

seawater  intrusion  in  the  nearby  Salinas  Valley  all  suggest  that  seawater  intrusion  could  occur  in 

the  Seaside  Groundwater  Basin.  In spite  of  these  factors,  the previous SIARs stated that neither the 

Piper nor the Stiff Diagrams nor any of the other parameters indicated the presence of  seawater  intrusion 

in  the existing  monitoring  wells. The 2019 SIAR reports that the evaluation of the data from the 

sampling and monitoring program continues to indicate that seawater intrusion is not occurring 

 

A representative from Montgomery & Associates will participate in today’s TAC meeting via telephone 

to provide an oral summary of the report and to respond to questions by TAC members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Executive Summary from the Draft 2019 SIAR 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Discuss and either modify or approve the Draft SIAR and forward the 

document to the Board with the TAC’s recommendation for approval 
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Executive Summary 
This report fulfills part of the annual reporting requirements contained in the Seaside 

Groundwater Basin Adjudication (California American Water v. City of Seaside, Monterey 

County Superior Court, Case Number M66343).  The annual report addresses the potential for, 

and extent of, seawater intrusion in the Seaside Groundwater Basin.  

Seawater intrusion may occur under basic hydrogeologic conditions as a wedge beneath fresh 

groundwater, or in more complex hydrogeology with various intrusion interfaces among the 

different aquifers. Continued pumping in excess of recharge and freshwater inflows, coastal 

groundwater levels well below sea level, and ongoing seawater intrusion in the nearby Salinas 

Valley all suggest that seawater intrusion could occur in the Seaside Groundwater Basin.  

Seawater intrusion is typically identified through regular chemical analyses of groundwater 

which can identify geochemical changes in response to seawater intrusion. No single analysis 

definitively identifies seawater intrusion, however by looking at various analyses we can 

ascertain when fresh groundwater mixes with seawater. At low chloride concentrations, it is often 

difficult to identify incipient seawater intrusion. This is due to the natural variation in freshwater 

chemistry at chloride concentrations below 1,000 milligrams per liter (mg/L). Mixing trends 

between groundwater and seawater are more easily defined when chloride concentrations exceed 

1,000 mg/L. Common geochemical indicators of seawater intrusion are cation and anion ratios, 

chloride trends, sodium/chloride ratios, and electric induction logging. 

Based on an evaluation of geochemical indicators for Water Year 2019 and prior, no seawater 

intrusion has historically been or is currently observed in existing monitoring and production 

wells in the Seaside Groundwater Basin.  

Data which indicate that seawater intrusion is not occurring are described in the bulleted items 

below: 

• All groundwater samples for Water Year 2019 from depth-discreet monitoring wells plot 

generally in a single cluster on Piper diagrams, with no water chemistry changes towards 

seawater. 

• In some production wells, groundwater quality plots on Piper diagrams are different than 

the water quality in the monitoring wells.  This may be a result of mixed water quality 

from both shallow and deep zones in which these wells are perforated. None of the 

production wells’ groundwater qualities are indicative of seawater intrusion. 

• None of the Stiff diagrams for monitoring and production wells show the characteristic 

chloride spike that typically indicates seawater intrusion in Stiff diagrams. 

• Chloride concentration trends were stable for most monitoring wells. One monitoring 

well, FO-09 shallow, has sustained increased chloride concentrations in all three samples 

taken during Water Year 2019. The increase in concentrations from the previous year are 

around 10 mg/l. The increase is greater than fluctuations observed historically over the 

period of record. The slightly elevated concentrations in themselves do not indicate 
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seawater intrusion, however, this well should be carefully observed over the next year to 

determine if the increasing chloride concentrations are temporary or not. 

• Sodium/chloride molar ratios in the monitoring wells remained constant or increased over 

the past year. Monitoring well FO-09 shallow experienced an increase in chloride as 

mentioned above, but its sodium/chloride ratio in Water Year 2019 is within the range of 

historical ratios and has not fallen below the 0.86 ratio that may identify seawater 

intrusion as the source of chloride as opposed to a domestic wastewater source. 

• Maps of chloride concentrations for the shallow aquifer do not show chlorides increasing 

towards the coast.  The deep aquifer maps show that higher chloride concentrations are 

limited to coastal monitoring wells PCA-West Deep and MSC Deep, but these are not 

indicative of seawater intrusion. 

• Induction logging data at the coastal Sentinel Wells do not show historical or recent 

changes over time that are indicative of seawater intrusion.  

The following groundwater level and production data suggest that conditions in the basin 

continue to provide a potential for seawater intrusion:  

• Deep groundwater in the Northern Coastal subarea continues to be below sea level. The 

Water Year 2019 2nd quarter (winter/spring) deep aquifer coastal groundwater levels are 

more than 12 feet below sea level and the 4th quarter (summer/fall) levels are more than 

30 feet below sea level. Overall groundwater levels resemble data collected last year, 

similar to historically low elevations observed during drought conditions.  

 

• Groundwater levels remain below protective elevations in all deep target monitoring wells 

(MSC deep, PCA-W deep, and sentinel well SBWM-3).  Currently, two of the three 

shallow wells’ groundwater levels are above protective elevations: CDM-MW4 and PCA-

W shallow. Since 1997, PCA-W shallow groundwater levels had been above protective 

elevations but had fallen just below its protective elevation last fall; probably in response 

to changes in shallow aquifer pumping. Groundwater levels in PCA-W shallow recovered 

during Water Year 2019 and currently are narrowly above protective elevation. As 

observed historically, MSC shallow groundwater levels remains below protective 

elevations.  

 

Due to its distance from the coast, seawater intrusion is not an issue of concern in the Laguna 

Seca subarea. However, groundwater levels in the eastern Laguna Seca subarea have historically 

declined at rates of 0.6 feet per year in the shallow aquifers, and up to four feet per year in the 

deep aquifers. These declines have occurred since 2001, despite triennial reductions in allowable 

pumping. The cause of the declines is due in part to the Natural Safe Yield of the subarea being 

too high and in part due to the influence of wells to the east of the Seaside Basin. Although there 

was some stabilization in groundwater levels between Water Years 2014 and 2016, groundwater 

levels are continuing to decline.  The rate of decline now, however, is less than 0.5 feet per year.  
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Native groundwater production in the Seaside Groundwater Basin for Water Year 2019 was 

3,269.2 acre-feet, which is 94 acre-feet more than Water Year 2018.  The amount of native 

groundwater pumped in Water Year 2019 is 91 acre-feet less than the Decision-ordered 

Operating Yield of 3,360 acre-feet per year that is required between October 1, 2017 and 

September 30, 2020.   

Based on recent increases in chloride concentrations at monitoring well FO-9 shallow and its 

proximity to known intrusion in Salinas, it is recommended that groundwater quality results from 

it be reviewed after each sampling event to identify if the recent increases are part of natural 

fluctuations or an ongoing increasing trend. If the spring 2020 sample has a greater concentration 

than this year’s highest concentration of 80 mg/L, it is recommended that its sampling frequency 

be increased to quarterly as a precaution.  

With the exception of FO-09 shallow, data analyzed for this report did not deviate significantly 

from historical data. Therefore, besides the additional precautions recommended for the FO-09 

shallow monitoring well, there are no additional recommendations on sampling frequencies. As 

projects that recharge and recover water in the Basin are implemented, groundwater levels and 

thus groundwater flow directions will change, and possibly groundwater quality too. Therefore it 

is important that data from new monitoring wells are reported to the Watermaster and taken into 

consideration in future SIARs.  
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER 

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 21, 2018 

AGENDA ITEM: 5 

AGENDA TITLE: Discuss and Provide Input on the Preliminary Draft Watermaster 2019 

Annual Report 

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

The Watermaster submits an Annual Report to the Court after the end of each Water Year to fulfill one of 

its obligations under the Court Decision that created the Watermaster.   

 

A Preliminary Draft Annual Report for 2019 is being presented to the TAC for its review and input, in as 

complete a form as it can be as of today’s TAC meeting.  Due to its large file size, a complete copy of the 

Preliminary Draft 2019 Annual Report cannot be included with the agenda packet. However, a copy of 

the body of the Preliminary Draft is attached.  A copy of the complete Preliminary Draft Annual Report 

was posted on the Watermaster’s website for anyone that would like to examine the entire document. 

  

At today’s meeting I will review with the TAC the principle components of the Preliminary Draft and 

provide an opportunity for the TAC to raise questions, provide input, and provide suggested edits to the 

document.  The items highlighted in yellow will be revised or completed as soon as the data has been 

prepared , or  after the Board’s January meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: Preliminary Draft 2019 Annual Report (Body only) 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Provide input to the Technical Program Manager regarding any edits to 

the Preliminary Draft Annual Report that the TAC wishes to propose 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 6 

AGENDA TITLE: Schedule  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

As a regular part of each monthly TAC meeting, I will provide the TAC with an updated Schedule of 

the activities being performed by the Watermaster, its consultants, and the public entity (MPWMD) 

which are performing certain portions of the work.  

 

Attached are the updated schedule for 2019 activities, and the proposed schedule for 2020 activities. 

 

Some activities which may be needed in 2020, such as further geochemical modeling if the MPWSP 

desalination plant begins construction or if groundwater modeling is necessary to interface with the 

Salinas Valley Basin GSA in its development of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Corral di 

Tierra subarea, will be added during the year if necessary. 

 

Note that there will not need to be a meeting in December, so the next TAC meeting will be on 

January 8, 2020. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1.  Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2019 

2.  Proposed Schedule of Work Activities for FY 2020 

 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

Provide Input to Technical Program Manager Regarding Any 

Corrections or Additions to the Schedules 
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SEASIDE BASIN WATER MASTER  

TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

* * * AGENDA TRANSMITTAL FORM * * * 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2019 

AGENDA ITEM: 7 

AGENDA TITLE: Other Business  

PREPARED BY: Robert Jaques, Technical Program Manager 

SUMMARY:   

The “Other Business” agenda item is intended to provide an opportunity for TAC members or others 

present at the meeting to discuss items not on the agenda that may be of interest to the TAC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 

RECOMMENDED 

ACTION: 

None required – information only 

 


